Searching Tips

Search Engines
	Search for an exact word or phrase 


"search query" 
	Use quotes to search for an exact word or set of words in a specific order, without normal improvements such as spelling corrections and synonyms. This option is handy when searching for song lyrics or a line from literature. 
[ "imagine all the people" ] 

Tip: Only use this if you're looking for a very precise word or phrase, because otherwise you could be excluding helpful results by mistake. 

	  

Exclude a word 


-query   
	Add a dash (-) before a word to exclude all results that include that word. This is especially useful for synonyms like Jaguar the car brand and jaguar the animal.      
[ jaguar speed -car ]       

Tip: You can also exclude results based on other operators, like excluding all results from a specific site.  [ pandas -site:wikipedia.org ]   

	Include similar words 


~query   
	Normally, synonyms might replace some words in your original query. Add a tilde sign (~) immediately in front of a word to search for that word as well as even more synonyms.      
[ ~food facts ] includes results for "nutrition facts"   

	  

Search within a site or domain 


site: query   
	Include "site:" to search for information within a single website like all mentions of "Olympics" on the New York Times website.      
[ Olympics site:nytimes.com ]       

Tip: Also search within a specific top-level domain like .org or .edu or country top-level domain like .de or .jp.      [ Olympics site:.gov ]   

	Include a "fill in the blank" 


query * query   
	Use an asterisk (*) within a query as a placeholder for any unknown or "wildcard" terms. Use with quotation marks to find variations of that exact phrase or to remember words in the middle of a phrase.       
[ "a * saved is a * earned" ]   

	Search for either word 


query OR query   
	If you want to search for pages that may have just one of several words, include OR (capitalized) between the words. Without the OR, your results would typically show only pages that match both terms. You can also use the | symbol between words for the same effect.      
[ olympics location 2014 OR 2018 ]       

Tip: Enclose phrases in quotes to search for either one of several phrases.       
[ "world cup 2014" OR "olympics 2014" ]   

	Find related pages 


	Use the related: operator to find pages that have similar content by typing related: followed by the website address 

[ related:nytimes.com ]  


Databases:

· Search Tips:

· Use "quotation marks" to search for exact phrases. 

· 2 word queries (such as circus elephant) are searched as an exact phrase by default. 

· 3 word queries (such as new york orchestra) are searched as words that need to appear in proximity to each other by default. 

· Use special characters and operators (below) to focus your query. 
· Truncation and Wildcard Characters

· The symbol * is used as a right-handed truncation character only; it will find all forms of a word.
· For example, searching for econom* will find "economy", "economics", economical", etc.
· The symbol ? is used to replace any single character, either inside the word or the right end of the word.

· For example, searching for "wom?n" will find "woman" and "women." Searching for "t?re" will find "tire", "tyre", "tore", etc.

Boolean Searching: http://www.internettutorials.net/boolean.asp
OR Logic: most commonly used to search for synonymous terms or concepts. (Expand)

Question: I would like information about college. 

Search: College OR University

AND Logic: used to search for information with both terms. (Narrow)

Question: I'm interested in the relationship between poverty and crime. 

Search: Poverty AND Crime

NOT Logic: excludes records from your search results (Narrow)

Question: I want information about cats, but I don't want to see anything about dogs. 

Search: Cats NOT Dogs

Combining Searches: allows for more specific search results. (Narrow and Expand)

Question: I want information about the behavior of cats. 

Search: behavior AND (cats OR felines) 
Domain Names
· Use to narrow searches
· Efficient and simple filter in most advanced search functions.
· In addition to .edu and .gov
· IANA Root Zone Database
· http://www.iana.org/domains/root/db/
· Determine origin or type of website (i.e. country code, sponsored, restricted)

· Top Level Domain Names – Middletown Thrall Library

· http://www.thrall.org/domains.htm
· Alphabetical list of country codes
