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Assignment: Select a piece of literary criticism pertaining to The Autobiography of Malcolm X and write a précis on that piece of criticism.
Précis: a severe abridgement of the principle ideas or arguments advanced in a much longer work, retaining the order of the original. When writing a précis of literary criticism, the student should be sure to include 3-4 original points presented by the critic. Your précis should be typed, double-spaced, and no longer than 1 page in length. USE MLA FORMAT
1. To write a précis, begin with a thesis statement that reflects the critic’s thesis and includes the title and author of the criticism. 
2. The remainder of the précis should reflect the 3-4 key points made by the critic supported by quotes. 
3. On the same page, type a correct bibliographic entry for your literary criticism which adheres to MLA format.  Refer to the Purdue Owl MLA format website for the correct and definitive formats (https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/747/01/).
Grading Criteria for Literary Criticism: 100 points possible
· Copy of Criticism – highlighted and annotated  - 35 points

-Not highlighted or annotated – minus 25 points

-Poor quality article, too brief – minus 15 points

· Bibliographic Entry, MLA style – 20 points

- Minor error in format – minus 10 points

- Missing information – minus 10 points

- Major errors in format – minus 20 points

· Précis – 45 points

- Must have 3-4 points of insightful, unique information gleaned from the article

-Must meet length requirement

Use the OWL at Purdue (linked to my Aspen page) for questions on MLA formatting.
